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U Lule xxv. 20.) in his boſom, when you deſerved to 
have been under his feet. And will the great and bleſſed 
God invite thee to his favor? and wilt thou delay and 


FIFTY REASONS, 
50 8 . Sc. Sc. 
0 ——— IN : 


To-day, if ye wil! hear his voice, harden net your hearts. 


1 ONSIDER ts whom it is that you are commanded- 


ts turn: and then teil me whether there can be 
any reafon for. delay. It is not to an empty deceitful 
creature, but to the faithful all-ſufficient Gop : To 


Him that is the cauſe of all things ; the ſtrength of the 
creation; the joy of angels; the felicity of the ſaints ;. 
the fon and ſhield of all the righteous ; and refuge of the 


diſtreſſed; and the glory of the whole world, Of ſuch 
power, that his word can take down the ſun from the 


firmament, and turn the earth, and all things into 
nothing; for he doth more in giving them their being 


and continuance. Of ſuch wiſdom, that was never 


guilty of miſtake ; and therefore will not miſlead you, 


nor draw you to any thing that is not for the beſt. 
Of ſuch goodneſs, as that evil cannot ſtand in his fight ; 


and nothing but your evil could make him dif pleaſed with 


you; and it is from nothing but evil that he calleth you 


to turn. It is not to a malicious enemy, that would do 


you a miſchief, but it is to a gracious God, that is love 


aſelf > Not to an implacable juſtice, but to a reconciled 


father; not to revenging indignation, but to the em- 


bracement of thoſe arms, and the mercy of that com- 
paaſſionate Lord, that is enough to melt the hardeſt heart, 


when you find yourſelf,. as the poor returning prodigal, 


demur upon the return? The greateſt of the angels of 
keaven are glad of lis favor, 


and value no happinels- 
A 2 baren 


\. 
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but the light of his countenance: Heaven and earth are 


ſupported by him, and nothing can ſtand without him: 
ow glad would thoſe very devils be of his favor, that 
tempt thee to neglect his favor: And wilt thous delay 


to turn to ſuch a God? Why man thou art every minute 
at his mercy : If thou turn not he can throw thee into 


hell when he will, more eaſily than I can throw this 


book to the ground: And yet doſt thou delay? There 


are all things imaginable in him to draw thee : There is 
nothing that is good for thee, but it is perfectly in him; 
where thou mayeſt have it certain and perpetuated, 
There is nothing in him to give the leaſt cliſcouragement: 
Let all the devils in hell, and all the enemies of God on 


carth, ſay the worſt they can againſt his majeſty ; and 


they are not able to find the ſmalleſt blemiſh in his 


abfolute holineſs, and wiſdom, and goodneſs: And yet: 


wilt thou defay to return? 


2. Confider alſo, as to uhm, ſo ts what it is that 
thu muft turn. Not to uncleanneſs, but unto holineſs : 


not to the ſenſual life of a beaſt, but to the noble rational 


life of a man, and the more noble heavenly. life of a 


Cbriſtian. Not to an unprofitable worldly totl, but to 


the gainfulleſt employment that ever the ſons of men 
were acquainted with : Not to the deceitful drudgery of 


in, but to that goadlineſs which is profitable to all things, , 


having the promiſe of the life that nato ts, and of that 
which tis ts cone, 1 lim. iv. 8. Sirs, Do you know 


-what-a lite of ho:ineſs is? You do not know it, if you 
turn away from it: I am ſure if you knew it, you 


would never fly from it, no nor endure to live without: 
it. Why, a lite of holineſs is nothing but living unto 
God: Tobe eonverſant with kim, as the wicked are 
with the world; and to be devoted to his ſervice, as. 


ſenſualiſts are to the fleſh. It is to live in the love of 
God, and our Redeemer; and in the foretaſtes of his; 


everlaſting glory, and of his love; and in the ſweet 
forethoughts af that bleſſed life that ſhall never end: 
and in the honeit ſelf- deny ing courſe that leadeth to that. 
blefledneſs. A godly life is nothing elſe but a ſowing 
the ſeed of heaven on earth; and a learning in the ſchool, 
of Chriſt, the ſongs of praiſe which we muſt uſe before 


| 
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triumph and reign with Chriſt. 


Can you delay to come into your father's family ;. 
into the vineyard of the Lord; into the kingdom of 
God on earth; to be fellow citizens of the ſaints, and 
of the houtholdi of God; to have the pardon of all your 
ſins,. and the ſealed promiſe of everlaſting glory? Why, 
Sirs, when you are called on to turn, you are called to 
the porch of heaven; into the beginning of ſalvation :- 
And will you delay to accept everlaſting life? 


3. Conſider alſo, from: what you are called to turn: 
and then judge whether there be any reaſon of delay. 
It is from the devil your enemy; from the love of a- 

_ deceitful world; from the ſeducement of corrupted 
brutiſh fleſh ;- it is from ſin the greateſt evil: What is 
there in ſin that you. ſhould delay to part with it? Is 
there any good in it? Or what hath it ever done for 
you that you:ſhould love it?? Did it ever:do you good? 
Or did it ever do any man good? It is the deadly enemy 
of Chriſt and you, that cauſed his death, and will cauſe 
yours, and is working for your damnation, if converting 
and pardoning grace prevent it not: And are you 1 
to leave it? It is the cauſe of all the miſeries of the 
world, of all the forrow that ever did befal you, and the 
cauſe of the damnation - of- them that periſb-: And do 
you delay to part with it?: „ 5 


4. Your'delaymg fhews that yeu love net God, and that 
you preſer your fin before him, and that you would never 
part with it if you might have your will, For if you loved 

God, you would long to be reſtored to his favor, and to 
de near him, and employed in his ſervice and his family. 
Love is quick and diligent, and will not draw back. 
And it is a ſign alſo that you are in love with ſin: For 
elſe why ſhould you be fo loath to leave it? He that 
would not leave his {in and turn to God, till the next 
week, or the next month or year, would never turn if 
he might have his deſire. For that Which makes you 
deſirous ta {tay a day or a week longer, doth indeed make 
y ou loath to turn at all. And therefore it is but hy pocriſy 
to ſay, that you are willing to turn hereafter, if you are 


not willing to do it now without delay. * 


Ai. 5. Conſider 


_ thould wrn away in wra h, and utterly forfake you, 


4 

5. Conſider Bu, uhat a caſe you are in, while you thus 
delay. Do you think you ſtand on dry. ground, or in a 
ſate condition? If you knew, where you are, you would” 
{it as upon thorns as long as you-are unconverted, you 
would be as a man that ſtood up to the knees in the 


| fea, and ſaw the tide coming towards him: who cer- 


tainly would think that there's no ſtanding ſtill in ſuch 
a place. In a. word, you are the drudges of. fin ; the 
{flaves of the devil; the enemies of. God; the abuſers. 
of his grace and fpirit ; the deſpiſers of, Chriſt ; the 
heirs of hell. And is this a ſtate to ſtay in an hour? 
You have all your ſin unpardoned ; you. are. under the 
curſe of the law; the wrath of God is upon you ; and 


the fullneſs of it hangs over. your heads; judgment is. 


coming to paſs upon you the dreadful doom; the: lord: 
is at hand; death is at the door, and waits but for the 
word from the mouth of God, that it may arreſt you,. 
and bring you to everlaſting miſery :; And is this a ſtate. 
tor a man to continue in? SOFT AY TRE MOHR 


6. Moreover, your delaying giveth* great advantage 
to the lempter. If you would preſently turn and for- 
fake your fins, and enter a faithfn] covenant with God, 
the Devil wauld be almoſt” out of hope, and the very 
heart of his temptations would be broken. He would. 
tee that now it is too late; there's no getting you out 
of the arms of Chriſt, But as long as you delay, you 
keep him heart and hope; he hath- time to {ſtrengthen 
his priſon and fetters, and to renew his ſnares ; and if 
one temptation ſerve not, he hath time to try another 
and another; as if you would ſtand as a mark for Satan 
10 {hoot at, as long as he pleaſes. What likelihood is 
there that ever fo fooliſh a ſinner ſhould be recovered 
and ſaved from his lin ? ; | ror Lay 
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J. Moreover, your delaying is a vile abuſe of | Chr jt, 


and the Holy Ghoſt, and may fo far provoke him, as, to 
leave you ta yaarſelf,, and then you are paſt- help. If 
you delight ſo to trample on your crucified Lord, and 
will fo long put him to it by refuſing: his grace, and 


Hines his ſpirit: What can you expect but that he 


and 


(-F-:) 


and ſay, Let Jim keep his fin, ſeetng he had rathcr- 
haue it than my grace ; let him. continue ungsdly, ſceing 
he is ſo oath to be ſqn&tifved ; let him take his own. 


courſe, and die in his fin, and repent in hell, ſeeing he 
would. not repent on earth & + You provoke . Chriſt thus 
to give you up. . 27417 


8. Conſider alſo I beſeech you, F yon ever mean ta. 
furn, what it is that yen fa fer? Do you think to 
bring down Chriſt and heaven to your own terms, and to 
be ſaved hereafter with leſs ado? Sure you cannot be ſo 


fooliſh : For God will be {till the ſame ; and Chriſt the. 
ſame; and his promiſe, hath {14} the ſame condition, 


which he will never change; and godlineſs will be the. 


ſame, and as much, againft your carnal interelt hereafter 
as it is now. When you have Jaoked about you ever 


ſo long, you'll never find a fairer nor nearer way; but 
this ſame way you muit go or periſh. If . you. cannot 
leave {in now, how ſhould you- leave it then? It will 
ſtill be as ſweet to your fleſh. as now : Or if one fin 
grow {tale by the decay of nature, another that's worſe 
will ſpring up in its ſtead, and though the. acts abate, . 


they will all live {till at root; far ſin was never mor- 


tified by age. So that if ever you;will turn, yo. may 


beſt turn now. 


9. Lea more than that, /e longer you. flay, the bar-- 
der it -will be. If it be. hard to day, it is like to be 
harder to-morrow. For as the Spirit of Chriſt is like 
to forſake you for your wilful delays, ſo cuſtom will : 


ſtrepgthen ſin; and cuſtom in ſinning will harden your 
hearts, and make yon pen, feeling, to work. all un- 
_ cleanneſs with greedineſs, 


> 
; 


£ph- iv. 19. Cannot you 
cruſh this ſerpent when it is but weak; and can 
you encounter it in its ſerpentine ſtrength? Cannot 
you pluck: up a tender plaut, and can you pluck up 
an oak or cedar? O ſinners! what do you mean, to 


make your recovery ſo difficult by delay? You are 


never like to be fairer for heaven, and to find converſion - 
ag eaſier work, then now you may do. Will you ſtay. 
till the work be ten times harder, and yet do you think | 


it ſo hard alreadſ /: „ wu, 


=. 


| , N Lt 7 4 4 , + , 
” | 10. Conſider... 


it 1s fully. to delay, 
mory grow dull, and people grow uncapable, and almoſt 
unchangeable. We fee. by our every days experience, 


5 


10. Conſider alſo, that fin gets daily viftories by your” 
delay. We lay our batteries againſt it, and preach, 
and exhort, and pray againſt it, and it gets a kind of 
victory over all, as long as we prevail not with you to- 


turn. It conquereth our perſuaſions and advice; it 


conquereth all the ſtirrings of your conſciences; it: 
conquereth all your heartleſs purpoſes, and deceitful. 
Promiſes. And theſe frequent conqueſts do ſtrengthen. 
your fin, and weaken your reſiſtance, and leave the 
matter almo{t hopeleſs. Before a phy ſician hath uſed 
remedies, he hath more hope of a cure,. than when he- 
hath tried all means, and finds that the beſt medicines- 
do no good, but the man is ſtill as bad or worſe, 80 


when all means have been tried with you, and yet 


you are unconverted, the caſe draws towards deſpera- 
tion itfelf :. The very means are difabled more then 
before; that is, your hearts are harder to be wrought: 
upon by them: When you have long been under. 
ſermons, and reading, and among good examples, and 

yet you are unconverted ;. theſe ordinances loſe much 
of their force with. you:: Cuſtom will make you flight 


them, and be dead-hearted under them. And it is 


theſe very ſame means and truths that you have 
fruſtrated, that muſt do the work, or. it will never be 
done. | | Ce wh Hh 


11. Moreover, age itfelf hath many incomveniences; 


and youth hath _ great advantages; and therefore 
n age the tnderitanding and me- 


that men think they ſhould not, change when they are 
old; that opinion or practice that they have been 
brought up in, they think that they. ſhould not then 


forſake: lo learn when they are old, and to- turn 


when they are old, you fee how much they are iagainit 


it: Beſides, how unfit is age to be at that pains that 
youth can undergo? How unn to begin the holy 


warfare againſt the fleth, the world, and the devil? 
(God's way is to lift his ſoldiers as foon as may be, when 
in youth; but the devil will perſuade them that it is 


yet too ſoon; and when he can no longer perſuade 


them 


— 2 
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69 
them that-it is yet too ſoon, he will then perſuade that it 
is 100 late. O what a happy I, is ta come unto 


God: betimes, and with the firſt! What advantage hatt 
youth 2 They have the vigour of wit and of body; they 


are not rooted and hardened in ſin, nor filled with preju- 


dice and obſtinacy e goulinels, as others are. (4 107 


12. Liu have fark times. of e bay encourages: 
ment as few ages of the world have . and few 
nations en earth do enjoy at this day. hat plain aud 
plentiful teaching have you ? What abundancęe of good 
examples, and the ſociety of the godly; private and. 
public helps are common. Seldom has the church. ſeen 
ſuch days on earth. And. yet is not the way to heaven 


fair enough for you ? Yet are you not ready to turn to- 


God? When ſhould men make hay, but when the ſun 
ſhines? Will you delay till this. harveſt time be over, 
and the winter of, perſecution» come again? Have yo 


| ſun and wind, and tide to ſerve pow, and wells vou wad 


o ſet out. in ttorms and dlarkneſs ? 2 


13. 3 Mas, delay: A5. Wes your berurgfor 
and Salvation upon. hazard, yea upon many and grievous 
hazards, And is your everlaſting happineſs a matter 


| to be wilfully hazarded, by eauſlels and unreaſonable 
delays?” 1. If you delay to-day, you are utterly un- 


certain of living till to-morrow. If you put by this 
one motion, you, know not whether ever you may 
have another. Alas, that ever the heart of man fſhould-. 
be ſo ſenſeleſs, as to delay, when they know not but- 
it may prove their damnation : and when heaven or: 
hell muſt certainly follow; that they. dare put off a day 
or hour, W they know. not whether ever they ſhall 
ſee another. 2. And as. your. life is uncertain, fo are 
the means uncertain: by which God uſeth to do the 
work. He may remove your teachers and other: 
helps, and then you will be further off than before. 
3. And if both ſhould continue, yet grace itſelf is. 
uncertain. You know: not whether.. ever. the Spirit. 
of, God will put awother thought of turning. inte your 
hearts; or at ban whether he will give. you hearts. 
* wire. 4:3 C Meg 3 E "T c * 
5 | 14. Moreover, 
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14. Moreover, The delay of converſion continueth yaur 
fin, and jo. you will daily increaſe the number, and in- 
crenſe your guilt, and! make your ſouls mare abundantly. 
unſeruble. Are you not deep enough in debt to God 
already, and have you not yet fins enough to anſwer 
for upon your fouls? Would you fain have one years 
fins more, or one day's ſins more to be charged upon 
you? O if you did but know what ſin is, it would 
amaze you to think what a mountain lyeth already 
upon your conſciences One lin unpardoned will 
ſink the ſtouteſt ſinner into hell; and you have many 
a thoufand upon your fouls already, and would yua 
yet have more? Methinks you ſhould rather look about 
you, and bethink you how you may get a pardon for 
— A m. 


15. And | as in increaſeth daily ly delay, fo conſequently 
the wrath of. Cad increaſeth, you will. run further 
inta his "diſpleaſure, and poſſibiy you may cut down 


the bough that you ſtand upon, and haſten even bodily., 


deſtruction to yourſelves. hen you live daily upon 

God, and are kept out of hell, by a miracle of his 
mercy, methinks you ſhould not deſire yet longer to 
provoke him, leſt he withdraw his mercy, and let you 
tall into miſery. SH | | | 


16. And do but conſider, what will become of on. 
if ye be found in theſe delays. You are then loſt body 
and foul for ever. Now if you had but hearts to know: 
what is good for you, the worſt of you might be con- 
verted and ſaved; for God dotho freely offer you his 
grace. But if you die in your delays, in the twinkling: 
of an eye you will find yourſelves utterly undone for 
ever. Now there is a hope of a change, but when 
delay s have bruught y ou to hell, there is no more change, 
nor no more hope. e . 


17. Conſider, that your very time which you leſe by 
the/e delays, is an unconcetvable loſs, When time is gone 
what would you then give for one of thaſe years, or 
days, or hours, which now you fooliſhly trifle away? 
Q wretched ſinners, are there ſo. many thouſand ſouls 


Kut) 
in hell, that would give a world if they had it, for one 
of your days, and yet can you afford to throw them 

away in worldlineſs, and ſenſuality, and loitering 
delays? I tell you, time is better worth than all the 
wealth and honours of the world. The day is comin 
When you will ſet by time; when it is gone you wi 
| know what a bleſſing you made light of. But then 
all the world cannot call back one day or hour of 
this precious time, which you can ſacrifice now to 
the ſervice of your fleſh, and caſt-away on unprofitable 
. fHoaning, F — | 


1.38. Confider allo, that God hath given you no time 
to ſpare. He hath not lent you one day nor hour, 
more then is needful for the work that you have to do; 
and therefore you have no reaſon to loſe any by your 
delays. . Do you imagine that God would give a man 


nan hour's time for nothing; much leſs, for to abuſe 


him, and ſerve his enemy. No, let me tell you, that 
if you make your beſt of every hour; if you ſhould 
never loſe a moment of your lives, you would find all 
little eneugli for the work you have to do. I know 
not how others think of time, but for my part I am 
forced daily to ſay, How fwift, how ſhort is time? and 
how great is our wirk; and when we have done owr 
beſt, ; 98 flawly goeth it on? O precious time! what 
hearts have they, what lives do thoſe men lead, that 
think time long? that have time to ſpare, and paſs in 
idleneſs. | Ds Tas N 


19. To convince you more; conlider I beſeech you, 
the exceeding greatneſs of the work you have to de; and 
tell me then, whether it be time for you to delay? 
_ Eſpecially you that are yet unconverted, an | {tringers 

to the heavenly. nature of the ſaints, you have far more 
to do then other men. You: have a multitude of head- 
ſtrong paſſions to ſubdue, and abundance of deadly fins 
to kill; and. rooted vices to root up: You have many 

a falſe opinion of God, and his ways, to be plucked up; 
and the cuſtoms of many years ſtanding to be broken: 
Vou have blind minds that muſt be enlightened with 
heavenly knowledge, and abundance of ſpiritual truths 
ee e N e 
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that are above the reach of: fleſh and blood, that you 
muſt needs learn and underſtand: Vou have much to 
know, that is hard to beèe known: Lou have a dead 
ſoul to be made alive, and a hard heart to be melted ; 


4 


and a ſeared conſcience to be foftened,. and made 


tender; and the guilt of many thouſand fins to be 
pardoned: Tou have a new heart to get, and a new 


Doan." 


end to aim at, and ſetk after, and a neèw life to; live”; 


abundance | of enemies you have to fight with: and 
overcome; abundance of temptations to reſiſt and con- 


quer. Many graces to get, and preſerve, and exerciſe, 
and increaſe: and abundance of holy work to do for 


the ſervice of Gd, and the. good of., yourſelvos and 


others. O What a deal of work doth every one of 


theſe words contain! and yet what abundance: more 
-might[/};name! Andrhave you all this to do, and vet wall 
vou delay? And they are not indifferent matters that 
are before you : It is no leſs than the ſaving of your 
' ſouls; and the obtaining the bleſſed glory of the ſaints. 


Neceſſity is upon: yon : Pheſe are things that muſt be 
done, or elſe zee: to you that ever you were born: 


And yet hwe you another day to loſe? Why, Sits, it 
you had-a hundred miles ta go in a day or two, upon 


©. 


that you have to do, and. then judge 
mot time to tir 2% D n 
: 1 1 


pain of death, would-you delay. O think of the work 
whether it be 


4 4 \ 1180 
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20. And me thinks it ſhould exceedingly terrify you 


to conlider, what abundance by ſuch delays da periſh ; 


and how few that wilfully deluy are ever converted, and 


_ Javed. Many a ſoul that once had purpoſes hereufter 
to repent, is now in the miſery, \wheres there is: no 
repentance, that will de them:any guod. Far my part, 


though 1 have known ſome very. few converted when 


they were old; yet J. muſt needs ſay, bath that they 


were very few indeed, and that I had reaſon to believe, 
that they were ſuch: that had finned before in igno- 


rance, and :did not.; wilfully «put of repentance, When 
they were convipced that they, muſt turn. Though 1 


doubt not but God may convert even theſe if he pleaſu, 


vet I cannot ſay that IL have ever known many, if any 


ſuch to be converted. Sure I am that God's rakaal 


time 


Fi 
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time is in child-hood, or youth, before chey have long 
abuſed grace, and wilfully delayed to turn when they 
were convinced. Some conſiderable time, I confeſs 
many have before their firſt convictions, and purpoſes 
be brought to any great ripeneſs of performance: But 
O how dangerous it is to delay ! 


21. Conſider alſo; either converſton is good, or bad 
for you ; either it is needful, or unneſſary. If it be 
had, and a needleſs thing, then let it alone altogether. 
But if you are convinced that it is good, and neceſſary, 
is it not better naw then ts flay any longer? Is 
it not the ſooner the better? Are you afraid of being 
ſafe, or happy too ſoon? If you are tick, you care 
not how ſoon you are well; if you have à bone out, 
you care not how foon it is ſet ; if you fall into the 
water, you care not how ſoon you get out; if your 
houſe be on fire, you care not how ſoon it be quenched , 
if you are but in fears by any doubts, or IU tidings, you 
care not how ſoon your fears be over. And yet are y 
afraid of being too ſoon out of the power of the devil, 
and the danger of hell; and of being too ſoon the ſons 
of God, and the holy, juſtified heirs of heaven? 


22. Conſider alſo ; either you can turn now, er not. 
If you can, and yet will nt, you are utterly without 
excuſe, if you cannot to-day, and much leſs will you 
be avle hereafter 9 when ttrength is leſs, and difficulties 
greater, and burthens more? Is it not time therefore 
to make out to Chriſt for {trength 3 and ſhould not the 
very ſenſe of your inability ditluade you from delay? 


23. Conſider how long you have ſtayed already, and 
put God's patience to it by your folly: Have not the 

devil, the world, and the fleſh, had many years' tine 
of your lite already? Have you not long enough 
been ſwallowing the poiſon of ſin? And lang enougui 
been abuſing the Lord that made you, and the blood 

of the Son of God, that was ſhed for you, and the 
Spirit of Grace, that hath moved and perſuadei 
you? Are you not yet gone far enough from God? 
| 1 and 


— no tt RE IT ed at 0 RE 
« p 


— _— — rey* e 


614 5 


and have yon not yet done enongh to the damning 
of yourſelves, and caſting away everlaſting life? G 
-wretched ſinners! it is rather time for you, to fall 


down on your faces before the Lord, and with tears 


and groans:to lament it day and night, that ever you 
have gone ſo far in ſin, and delayed ſo long to turn 
to him as you have done. Sure if after ſo many 
-years rebelhon, you are yet fo far from lamenting it, 
that you had rather have more of it, and had rather 
hold on a little longer, no wonder if God forſake you, 
and let you alone. e WY 


24. Have you any Hopes of God's acceptance, and 
your ſalvation, or not ® If you have ſuch hopes, that 
when you turn, God will pardon all your fins, and 


give you everlaſting life: is it think you, an ingenuous 


thing to defere .to offend him yet a little longer, from 
whom you expect ſuch exceeding mercy, and glory as 
you do? Have ywn' the faces to ſpeak out what is in 
your hearts, and practice? and to go to God with ſuch 
words as theſe: Lord I knxu cannot have the pardon 
of one fin, without the blood of Chriſt, and the riches of 
thy mercy: Nor can I be ſaved from hell without it: 
But yet I hope fer all this from thy grace; I beſeech 
thee let me live a little langer in my fins; a little 
longer let me trample on the blood of Chriſt, and deſpiſe 


thy commandments, and abuſe thy mercies; a little 


264% | | 
longer let me ſpit in the part of thy giodneſs, and pre- 
2 


fer the fleſh, and the world before thee, and then pardan 
me all that ever I did, and take me into glory — 


Could you for ſhame put ſuch a requelt to God as this ? 


If you could, you are paſt ſhame : If not, then do not 
practiſe and deſire that, which you cannot for ſhame 
:fpeak out and requeſt, FE” | 


25. Moreover, it is an exceeding advantage to you, 
4o come unto God betimes ; and an exceeding loſs, that 
you will ſuffer by delay, if you were ſure to be con- 
verted at the laſt. If you ſpeedily come in, you may 
have time to learn, and get more underſtanding in the 
matters of God, then elſe can be expected: For 
knowledge will not be had but by time and * 

Ou 


* 
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* 
You may alſo have time to get i ſtrength of grace, 
when young beginners can expect no more than an 
infant ſtrength : You may grow to be men of parts 
and abilities, to be uſeful in the church, and profnable 
to thoſe about you,. when others cannot go or ſtand, 
unleſs they lean on the ſtronger for ſupport, It you 
come in betimes, you may do God a great deal of 


fervice; which in the evening of the day, you will 


neither have ſtrength, nor time to do. Nou may 


| have time to get aſſurance of falvation, and to be 


ready with comfort when death ſhall call : When a- 
weakling is like to be perplexed with doubts, . and 
fears, and death is like to be terrible, becauſe of their 
unreadineſs.. ( ET © Vas os 


26. And did you ever confider, . who and how many: 
do flay for you while you delay? Do you. know who- 
it is that yon make to wait your leiſure * God Himſelf 
{tands over you with the offers of his mercy, as if he 


thought it long till you return, ſaying, O. that there 


were ſuch a heart in them! and when will it once be? 
How long ye ſimple ones will ye love famplicity, and ſcorners 
delight in Jennings and fools hate knowledge © Turn 
je at my reproof—IDeut. v. 29.—Jer. xiii. I7.-—Prov. i. 

22. And do you think it wiſe, or ſafe, or mannerly,- 
for you to make the God of heaven to wait on you, 
while you are ſerving his enemy? Can you offer God: 
a. baſer indignity,. than to expect that he ſhould fupport*. 
your lives, and feed you, and preſerve you, and pa- 
tiently forbear while you abuſe him to his face, and 


drudge for the fleſh, the world, and the devil? Should 


a worm thus uſe the Lord that made him? - You wilbk 
not yourſelves hold a candle in your hands, while it 
burns your own fingers; nor will you hold a nettle, nor 
a waſp in your hand to {ting you; nor will you keep a 
dog in your houſe, that is good for nothing. but to ſnarl- 
at you, and bite your Fs hong or worry your ſheep: 


And yet God: hath long held up your lives, while in 


ſtead of light, you have yielded nothing but a ſtinking: 
ſnuff; and inſtead of grapes you have brought forth 
natfiing but thorus and thiſtles; and while you have 
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you could againſt him, And would you indeed put 
God to wait on you thus, while you ferve the devil 


yet one day more? Muſt God as it were hold the 


drunkard the candle while he reels about? Muſt 


he draw the curtain, while the filthy creature doth 


once more pleaſe his carnal affectious? Marvel not, 
if he withdraw his ſupporting mercy, and let fuch 
wretches drop into hell ! CCC 


And it is not God only, but his ſervants, and crea- 


_ tures, and ordinances, that are all walting on you. 


The angels ſtay for the joy that is due to them upon 


your converlion. Miniſters are ſtudying, and preaching, 


and praying for you: Godly neighbours are praying, 


and longing for your change. The ſprings, and rivers 


are flowing for you; the. winds blow for you; the ſun. 
ſhines for you; the clouds rain for you; the earth 
bears fruit for you; the beaſts muſt labour, and ſuffer, 
and dic for you: All things are doing, and would you 
ftand f{lill, or elſe do worſe. What halte makes the 
fun about the world, to return in its tine to give you 
light? What haſte makes other creatures in your 
ſervice? And yet muſt you delay? Muſt God ſtay, 
and Chriſt and the Spirit ſtay ? Muſt Angels ſtay, muſt 
Miniſters ſtay, muſt the godly ſtay, and the ordinances. 


tay, and all the creatures ſtay your leiſure, white you 


are abuſing God, and your fouls, and others, and while 
you delay, as if it were too ſoon to turn? | 


5271 Couſicler, that toben you were loft, the jon of God 
did not delay the work of your redemption. He preſenily 
undertook it, and turned by the ſtroke of condemning 


juſtice. In the fulneſs of time he came and performed 


What he undertook ; he faiied not one day of his 
appointed time. And will you now delay to accept 


the benefit, and turn to him? Muſt he make ſuch 
haſte to fave you at ſo dear a rate, and now will you 
delay to be faded? | | 


; B. Moreover, God doth nit delay to do you 1 0 
1ou have the day and night in their proper fe Wh 


ſnarled at his children, and his flock, and done the worſt 


Ons: 
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The ſun doth not fail to riſe upon you at the appointed 
time: You have the ſpring, and harveſt in their proper 
ſeaſons; The former and the latter rain in ſeaſon. 
When you are in want, you have ſeaſonable ſupplies; 
and when. you are in danger, you have ſeaſonable 


deliverance :. And is it meet or equal that you ſhould. 
refuſe to bring forth ſeaſonable fruit, but {til} be putting 


off God with your delays? "7 


29. Moreover, When you are in trouble and. neceſſity, . 


you are then in hafle for deliverance,. and relief : I hen 
you think every day a week, till your danger or ſuffer- 
ing be paſt. If you be under the pain of a diſcaſs, or 


in danger of death, or under poverty, or oppreſſion, or 


diſgrace, you would have God relieve yo without 


delay ; and yet you will not turn to him without delay. 
Then you are ready to cry out, Hau long, Lord, . how 
long till deliverance come © But you will not hear 


God, when he crieth to you in your ſins: iet long 
will- it be ere ya turn from ycur tranſgreſſions ; when” 
ſhall it once be & When you are to receive any out- 


ward deliverance, you care not how ſoon; the ſooner * 
the better: But when you are to turn to God, and 


receive his grace, and title to glory, then you care not 
how late, as if you had no mind of it. Can you for 


ſhame beg of God to haſten your deliverance, when you 
remember. your delays, and {till continue to trifle with: 


him and draw back? 


— 


20: Your preſent preſperity, and worldly delights, , 


are. poſting away without delay; and ſhould you delay 
to make ſure of better in their ſtead ? I ime is going; 
and health is going; youth is going; yea, life is going; 


your riches are taking wing; your fle{hly pleaſures do 


periſh in the very uſing: Your meat and drink is 
ſweet to you little longer then it is in your throat. 


Shortly you muſt part with houſe, and lands, With 


goods, and friends, and all your mirth, and earthly 


buſineſs will be done, All this you know, and yet will 


you delay to lay up a durable treaſure, which you, may 


truſt upon, and to provide you a better tenement ” 
WET e a e before 
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FH, before you be turned out of this? What will you do 
[i for an habitation, for pleaſures and contents, when all 
14 that you have now is ſpent and gone, and earth will 
4 afford you nothing but a grave? If you could but 
Leep that you have, I ſhould not much wonder, that 
knowing fo little of God, and another world, you look 
not much after it; but when you perceive death | 
knocking at your doors, and ſee that all your worldly 1 
comforts are packing up, and haſting away, me thinks 1 
it you have your wits ſenſe about you, you ſhould 
preſently turn, and make ſure of heaven, - without 
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| 31. Conſider alſo, whether it be equal, that you 
ſhould delay your converſion ; when you can ſeaſonably 


— 


| 

10 aiſpateh your worldly buſineſs, and when your fleſh- 
| 5 would be provided for, you can hearken to ut without 
Ill  detay. You have wit enough 10 ſow your ſeed in 
0 ſeaſon, and will not delay it till the time of harveſt: 
ml 


Lou will reap your corn when it is ripe, and gather 

| your fruit when it is ripe, without delay. Tou obſerve 

| the ſeaſons in the courſe of your labours, day by day, 

| and year by year: You will not lie in bed, when you 

| ſhould be at your work, nor delay all night to go to 
| your re{t ; nor ſniffer your ſervants to delay your buli- 

| neſs: You will know your dinner-lime, and ſupper- 
| 


time day after day: If you be ſick you will ſeek help 
without delay, leſt your deſeaſe ſhould grow to be un- 
curable. And yet will you delay your converſion, and 
| the making ſure of heaven? Why, Sirs, ſhall theſe 
| trifles be done without delay, and ſhall your falvation 
| be put off? In the name of God, what do you 
i think of? Do you imagine that you can better 
it! ſuffer hell-fire, than hunger, or nakedneſs? Or that 
you can better bear the Joſs of everlaſting joys, than 
| the loſs of your commodities, and proviſions in the 
| world? Sure if you believe the life to come you can- 
| not think ſo, | And can you have time for every thing, 
except that one thing, which all the reſt are merely to 
|} promote; and in compariſon of which, they are all but 
| 


dreams? Can you have time to work, to plow, and 
' -. ſow, and reap, and cannot you have time to prepare 
. for 
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h 
for eternal fife? Why, Sirs, if you cannot find time 
yet to ſearch your hearts, and turn to God, and pre- 
pare: for. death; give over eating, and drinking, aud 


tleeping,. and ſay, you cannot have time for theſe. 


You may as wiſely ſay ſo for theſe ſmaller. matters, as 
the greater. | | OED: 


32. Moreover, if men ger you courtefies, and com- 
n Fon your bodies, you will not fland. delaying, 
and nee yo amy perſon ts accept. them. If your 
landlord would for nothing renew your leaſe ; if any 
man would give you houſes or lands, would you delay. _ 
ſo long before you would accept them? A beggar at 
your door, will not only thankfully take your. alms, .. 


without your intreaty, and importunity, but will beg 
for it, and be importunate with you to give it. And 


yet will you delay to accept the blefled offers of grace, 
which is ſo much greater? I; | 


33. Yet conſider, that it is God that is the giver, and 


you that are the miſerable beggars, and receivers: And 


therefore it is fitter you ſhould wait on God, and call on 
him. fer his grace, when he 1 to delay, and not 
that he ſhould wait on you. He can live without your 
receiving, but you cannot live without his giving. 
Ihe beggar muſt be glad of an alms- at any time; and 
the condemned perſon of a+ pardon at any. time; but - 
the giver may well expect that his gift be received 
without delay, or elſe he may let them go without it. 


34. And me thinks you /pould net deal worſe. with” 
God, when he comes to you as a phylician to ſave your. 
own ſouls, than you would do with a neighbour, or a- 


Jriend, when it is not hir your own geod, but for theirs. 
If your neighbour lay a dying, you would go and vuhit - 
him without delay: If he tell down in a ſwoon, you 


would catch him up without delay: If he fell into the 
tire, or water, you would pluck him out without 


delay. Yea, you would do thus much by a very beaſt. 


And yet will you delay when it is not another, . but 
yourſelves, that are ſinking, and drowning, and with- 


in a ſtep of death and deſperation? If a woman be 
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but in travail, her neighbours will come to her: without 
delay: And. yet when their own ſouls are in bondage 
to ſin and Satan, and a ſtate of death, they will let them 


lie there, year after year, and when we deſire them to 
be converted, here's nothing but delays. 1 


35. If yet you perceive not how unreaſonably 
you deal with God, and your fouls. I beſeech you: 
eonſider, whether you do not deal worſe with him then 
you do with the devil himſelf? If Satan or his ſervants 


perſuade you to fin, you delay not fo long but you are 


preſently at it: You are ready to follow every tipling: 
companion, or gameſter that puts up the finger. You 
are as willing to go, as they are to invite you: The 
very light of the cup, doth: preſently prevail with the 
drunkard; and the ſight of his filthy mate, prevatleth 
with the fornicator ; and fin can be preſently entertain- 


ed without delay. Pur when God comes, when Chriſt 


calls, when the Spirit moveth, when the Miniſter 


Faden when Conſcience is convinced, we can 
1 


ave nothing after all, but wiſles, and purpoſes, _ 4: 
promiſes, With. delays. T0: 275 


Nay more than this, ſo eager are they on their ſin, 


that we are not able to intreat them to delay it. When 
the paſſionate man 1s but, provoked, we cannot perſuade 
him to delay his railing language, fo long as to conſider 
firſt of the iſſue. We cannot intreat the drunkard, to 


put off his drunkenneſs but for one twelvemonth,. | 
while he trieth another courſe: All the Miniſters in |} 


the country, cannot perſuade the worldling, to for- 
bear his worldlineſs, and the proud perſons their pride, 
and the ungodly perſon his ungodlineſs, for the ſpace 
of one month, or week, or day. And yet when God 
hath a command, and a requeſt to them, to turn to 
him, and be ſaved, here they can delay, without our 
intreaty. _ EEE agg ob arg Ee TS 


236. Conſider alſo, that it is not poſlible for you to turn 

too ſoon; nor will you ever. haue cauſe to repent of your 

ſpeedineſs. Delay may. undo you; but ſpeedy turning 

can do you. no harm: I wonder what hurt you think 
| A 
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it can do you, to be quickly reconciled. to God! And 
why then ſhould there be any delay; where it is not 
poſſible to be too haſty? Do vos think that there is. 
ever a ſaint in heaven, yea or on earth either, that is 


ſorry he continued not longer unconverted? No; 


you ſhall never hear of ſuch. a repentance from the 
mouth of any that is indeed converteeec. 


37. But I muſt: tell you on the contrary, that if 
ever you. be. ſo happy as. to be converted, you- will repent: 
it, and an hundred times. repent it, that you delayed fo 

long before you yielded. O how it will grieve you, 

when your heafts are melted with the love of God? 
and are overcome with. the inffnite kindneſs of his 

pardoning, ſaving grace; that ever you had the hearts 
to abufe fuch a God, and deal fo unkindly with him, 

and ſtand out fo. long againſt. that compaſſion that was. 
feeking your. ſalvation? O how ut will grieve your 
hearts to conſider that you have ſpent ſo much of your: 
lives in ſin, for the devil, and the fieft, and the deceit-- 
fol world! O you will think with yourſelves, was- 
not God mare. worthy of my - youthful days? Had 
I not better have ſpent it in his ſervice, and in the 


work of my ſalvation? Alas! that I ſhould waſte. 


ſuch precious days, and now: be ſo far behind- hand 


as am]! Now I want chat faith, that hope, that 


love, that peace, that atlurance, that joy in the. Holy 
Gholt, which I might have had, if I had ſpent thoſe 
years for God, which I- fpent in the fervice of the 
wottd ant the fefhs; 8 


238. And Þ-pray you confider, whether it belongs of. 
mght' to God or yea, le detexmine of the day. and. hour. 


of your coming iu lt is he that muſt give your the 
rg go of your ſins; and doth it not then belong 10 
im, to appoint the time of your. receiving it ?— 
You cannot have Chriſt and life without him: lt 
is he that muſt give you the kingdein of heaven: 
And is he not worthy. then to appoint the time of 


your converſion, that you may be made, partakers of 


it? But if he. ſay, Today, dare you ſay, I Bay till 
to- morrotu. | Ss = 


39. Nay, . 
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39. Nay, conſider, whether God or you be likelier to 
know the meeteſt lime? Dare you ſay that you know 
better when to turng then God doth ? I ſuppoſe you 
dare not: And if you dare not ſay ſo; for ſhame ! let 
not your practice ſay ſo. God faith, To-day, while it 
1 called to-day, hear my. voice, and harden nat your 
hearts. And dare you ſay, It's better to ſtay one month 
longer, or one day longer © God ſaith, Feb, this is 
the accepted time! behuld, this is the day of ſalvation ! 
2 Cor. vi. 2, And will you ſay, its time enough 
to-morrow ? Do you know better than God? If 
your phyſician do but tell you in a plurify, or a. 
fever, you mult let blood, this day, before to-morrow ; 
you will have ſo much reafon as to ſubmit to his 
underſtanding, and think that he knows better than 
you: And cannot you allow as much tp the God of 
midom ® Ee: „ 1 . 8. 


40. Conſider alſo, that the ſpeedineſs of your con- 
wverfron, when God firſt calls you, doth make you the 
more welcome, and is a thing exceeding pleaſing to God. 
Our proverb is, A ſpeedy: 7 1s 4 double gift : If you 
aſk any thing of a friend, and he give it you preſently, 
and cheerfully at the firſt aſking, you will think you 
have it with a-good- will: but if he ſtand long delay ing 
firſt, and demuring upon it, you will think you have 
it with an ill-will, and that you owe him the ſmaller 
thanks: If a very beggar at your door muſt ſtay long: 
for an alms, he will think. he is the leſs beholden to 
you. How much more may God be diſpleaſed, when 
he muſt ſtay fo long for his own, and that for your: 
benefit? God loveth a cheerfal giver; and conſe- 
quently a Cheerful obeyer of his call: And if it be 
hearty and cheerful, it is the likelier to be ſpeedy,. 
without ſuch delays. VVV 


41. And I would qeſire you but to do with God as you 
would be done by. Would you take it well of your 
Children if they ſhould tear all their cloaths, and caſt. 
their meat to the dogs, and tread; it in the dirt, and 
when, you intreat them to give over, they will not. 
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regard you? Would you ſtand month after month 


intgeating and waiting on them, as God doth on you 
in 2 foohiher courſe 2.-or rather would you not either 

ſoundly whip them, or take their meat from them 
till hunger teach them to uſe it better? If your ſervant 
will ſpend the whole day and year in drinking and 
play ing, when he ſhould do your work, will you wait 
on him all the year with intreaties, and pay Him at laft, 
as if he had ſerved you? And can you expect that 

God ſhould deal fo with you. . 


42. And conſider, 1 intreat you, that your delay is a 


dental, and ſo may God interpret it. For the time 9 


your turning is part of the command. He that faith 


Turn, ſaith now, even to-day without delay. He giveth 


you no longer day: If time be lengthened, and the 
offer made- again and again, that is more than he pro- 
miſed you, or you could have promiſed yourſelves. 


His command is, Now return and live: And if you 
Tefuſe the ſime, the preſent time, you refuſe the offer, 


and forfeit the benefit. And if you knew but what it is 


to give God a denial in ſuch a caſe as this, and what 


a caſe you were in if he ſhould turn away in wrath, 


and never come near you more, you would then be 
afraid of jeſting with his hot diſpleaſure, or dally ing 


43. And methinks you ſhould remember, that G4 


doth not flay thus on all as he deth on you. Thouſands 
are under burning and deſpair, and paſt all remedy, 


while patience is waiting yet upon you. Can you 
forget that others are in hell at this very hour, for as 
ſmall ſins as thoſe that you are yet intangled and linger 
in? Good Lord, what a thing is a ſenſeleſs heart ? 
That at the ſame time when millions are in miſery, 


for delaying or refufting to be converted, their ſucceſ- 
ſors ſhould fearleſly venture in their ſteps: : Surely 
if faith had but opened your ears to hear the cries af 


thoſe damned ſouls, you durſt not imitate them by 
your delays. W188: b. ; 
Fe” 4.4. And 
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4. And I muſt tell you, that God vill not always 
thus wait on you, and attend you by his patiencg, as 
hitherto, he hath done, Patience | hath his appolllte 

time. And if you out-ſtay that time, you are miſerable 
wretches. I can aſſure you, Sirs, the glaſs is turned 
upon you, and when it is run out, you ſhall never 
have an hour of. patience more: Then God will no 
more 1ntreat you to be converted. He will not always 
ſtand over you with ſalvation, and ſay, O that this 


inner would repent and live! O that he would take 


the mercies that I have provided for him! Do not 
expect that God ſhould do this always with you; 


for it will not be. 


45. Your" delays d weary the ſervants of Chriſi that 
are emplayed for your recovery, Miniſters will grow 
weary of preaching to you, and perſuading you: when 
we come to men that were never warned before, we 


come in hopes that they will hear and obey ; and this 
hope puts life and earneſtneſs into our perſuaſions.— 


But when we have perſuaded men but a few times in 
vain, and leave them as we found them, our ſpirits 
begin to droop and flag; much more when we have 
preached and perſuaded you many years, and ftill you 
are the ſame, and are but where you were: This dulls 
a Minilter's ſpirit, and makes him preach heavily and 


coldly, when he is almoſt out of heart and hope. 


Truly, Sirs, I muſt tell you, for my own part, that 
if it had not been for thoſe. that gave me better en- 


couragement by their obedience, 1 ſhould never have 
held out with you a quarter of this time. If all had 
profired as little as ſome, and all ſtuck as faſt in an 
unconverted ſtate as ſome; if the humble, penitent, 
obedient ones among you, had not been my comfort 
and encouragement under Chriſt, I had been gone from 


you many a year ago, I could never have held out till 


now ; either my corruption would have made me run 
away with Fonuh, or my judgment would have com- 
manded me to ſhake the duſt off my feet, as a witneſs 
againſt you, and depart. Eut to what end do I ſpeal 
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all this to you? To what end? Why, to let you ſee 


how you abuſe both God and man, by your delays 


and diſobedience. You cannot poſlibly do us, that are 
your teachers a greater injury or miſchief in the world. 


It is not in your power to wrong us more. Are our 


ſtudies, and our labours worth nothing, think you? 


Are cur watchings and waiting worth nothing? Are 
our prayers, and tears, and groans to be deſpiſed? 


God will not deſpiſe them if you do; believe it, he 
will ſet them all on your account, and you will one 


day have a heavy reckoning of them, and pay full dear 


for them. Is it equal dealing with us, that when we 


are watching for your ſouls, as men that know we muſt 
give an account, you {ſhould rob us of our comfort, 
and make us do it with ſighs and forrow ? Heb. xili. 17. 
Yea that you ſhould undo all that we are doing, and 


make us loſe our labour- and our hopes: And yet do 
you not think to pay for this? I tell you again, 
unconverted ſinners, we are wearied with your delays. 
Many years we have been perſuading you but to turn 
and live, and yet you are unturned ; you have been 


convinced long, and thinking on it, and wiſhing long, 
and talking of it, and promiling long, and yet it is 
undone, and here is nothing but delays. We ſee while 
you delay, death takes away one this week, and another 
the next week, and you are paſling into another world 
apace; and yet thoſe that are left behind will take no 

warning, but ſtill delay: We ſee that Satan delays 


not while you delay; he is day and night at work 


againſt you; if he ſeem to make a truce with you, 
it is that he may be doing ſecretly while you ſuſpe&t 
him not: We ſee that fin delayeth not while you 
delay; it is working like poiſon or infection in your 


bodies, and ſeizing upon your vital powers; it is every 


day blinding you more and more, it is hardening your 
hearts more and more, and fearing your conſciences, 
to bring you paſt all feeling and hope; and maſt we 
ſtand by and ſce this miſerable work with our people's 


| ſouls, and all be fruſtrate and rejected by themſelves, 


that we do for their deliverance? | pray you deal but 
fairly with us, and tell us whether ever you will turn 
C | 


ſhare, and I per 
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«or not: If you will not, but are reſolved for fin an 
hell, ſay ſo, that we may know the worſt; ſpeak out 
Four minds, that we may know what to truſt to.; 
for if we once knew you would not turn, we would 
ſoon have done with you, and leave you to the juſtice 


f God. But if ſtill you ſay, van will turn ;—when 


, you do it? You vill do it, and you hope you 


- thall ; But when? How long would you have us to 


wait yet? Have you not abuſed us enough? Nay, 
I muſt tell you, that you even weary God bimſelt. 
It is his own expreſſion, Mal. ii. 17.—{/aiah xliti. 24. 


Thou haſt wearied me with thine iniguities, Ia, i. 14. 


And I muſt ſay to you as the Prophet, Iſaiab vii. 13. 
I it a ſmall thing for you r weary men, but you 
«zuill OP my Ged alſo? Confider what 4t is that 


46. Conſider alſo, that 5% are at 4 conflant un- 


ſpealable loſs every day and hour that you «delay your 
converfion.. O little do you know what y ou deprive 


yourſelves of every day. If a flave iv the gallies, or 


Priſon, might live at couit as a favorite of the prince, 
an honour and delight, and eaſe, would he delay either 


years ar hours? or would he not rather think with 
himſelf, I it not better to be at eaſe, and in honour, 
than to be here? As the prodigel ſaid, Hao many 
hired ſervants of my father have bread .enzugh, and to 

4 with hunger? All this while 1 
might be in plenty and delight. All the while that 
you live 4n Gn, you might be in the favour of God, 
in the high and heavenly employments of the ſaints; 


vou might have the comforts of daily communion 


with Chriſt, and with the ſaints; you' might be laying 
up for another world, and might look death in the 


face with faith and confidence, as one that cannot be 


conquered by it; you might live as the heirs of heaven 


on earth. All this, and more than this, you loſe by 


your delays; all the mercies of God are loft upon you; 


your food and raiment, your health and wealth, 


which you ſet ſo much by, all is but loſt, and worſe 
than loſt, for they turn to your greater hurt; all our 
pains with you, and all the ordinances of God which 


| 


all unlearned again; you are ſhutting up your eyes 


again be ſoftened. And I muſt tell you, that though a+ 


houſe on fire, than quench it; you may ſooner cut 


take many a bitter draught, in groans or tears of godly | 
ſorrow, for theſe delays; the wounds that you are 


before they are ſearched and heated to the bottom. 
And what man of wifdom would make himſelf ſuch- 
work and ſorrow? Who would travel on an hour 
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von poſſeſs, and all your time is loſt, and worſe. c 
And do you think it indeed a wiſe man's part to live- 
any longer. at ſuch a loſs as this, and that wilfully _ 
and for nothing? If you knew your loſs you would 
not think: fo. 
47. Nay more, you-are all this tubile doing that which + 
muſt be undoue again, or you will be undone+ for ever. 
You are running from God, but you mult come back 
again, Or:periſh-when all is done. Tou are learning an 
taindred carnal leſſons, and falſe conceits, that muſt be 


in wilful ignorance, which muſt be opened again; you 
muſt learn the doctrine of Chriſt, the great Teacher of 
the Chureh, if you ſtay never ſo long, or elſe you ſhall 
be cut off from his people, Act iii. 22. and vii. 37. 


When you have been long accuſtoming yourſelves to- 
ſin, you muſt unlearn and break all theſe cuſtoms agmin. 
You are hanlening your hearts daily, and they muſt. 


little tine and: labour may ferve to do miſchief; yet it 
is not quickly undone again. You may ſooner ſet your 


and wound your bodies, than heal them again; and 
ſooner catch a cold, or a diſeaſe than cure it; you 
may quickly do that which muſt be longer a undoing. 
Belides, the cure is accompanied with pain; you muſt+ 


now giving. your ſouls, .muſt ſmart, .and ſmart again, 


come back again? Would you not think him a mad 
man that would ſay, I will go ona little further, and 
then I will turn back?” OR ng = 


48. And me thinks if it were but this, it would 
terry you from your delays ; that. it 78 litely to make 
2 | 
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| your converſion more grievous, if you ſhould have ſo great 
| merey from God, as after all to be converted. I here 
1s very eu eſcape that are fo exceeding long in travail; 
} bunt if you come to the birth, its like to be with double 
pain. For God mutt ſend either ſome grievous affliction 
to fire and frighten you out of your fins, or elſe ſome 
terrible gripes of conſcience that ſhould make you 
= groan, and groan again, in the feeling of your folly. 
q The pangs atid throws of conſcience, in the work of 
= converſion, are far more grievous in ſome than in 
N others. Some are even on the wreck, and almoſt 
| brought beſides their wits, and the next ſtep to deſpe- 
ration, with horror of foul, and the ſenſe sf the wrath 
ci God; {o that they lie in doubts and complaints many 
a year together, and think that they are even forſaken 
of God. And to delay your converſion, is the way to 
draw on either this or worſe. _ Oe | 
49. Conſider alſo, that delays are contrary to the 
very nature of . the work, and the nature of your ſouls 
themjelves. If indeed you ever mean to turn, it is a 

work of haſte and violence, and diligence that you 
roult needs ſet upon: You mut flrive le enter in, for 
the gate is trait, the way is nariow that leads to life, 
and few there be that find it. Many ſhall ſeek tz enter, 
and fhall not be able, Luke xii. 24, 25. hen once 
the maſter of the houſe is riſen up, and hath ſhut to the 
daar, and ye begin to © fland without, and knock at the 
door, faying, Lord, Lord open to us, he ſhall anſwer, 
know you not- whence you are, depart from me, all 
ye workers of "iniquity, verſe 27. It is a race that you 
are to run, and heaven is the prize. And you know 
that ' they which run in a race, run all, but ane receiveth 
the prize ; and therefore you muſt ſo run, as that you 
may win and obtain, 1 Cor. ix. 24, 25. 


And what is more contrary. to this than delay: You 
are ſoldiers in fight, and your ſalvation lyeth on the 
victory ; and will yon trifle in ſuch a caſe, when death 
or life is even at hand? You are travellers to another 
world, and wiil you ſtay till the day is almoſt paſt 
before you will begin your journey? Chriſtianity 
On e | # 
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ie a work of that infinite conſequence; and -requireth 
ſuch ſpeedy and vigorous diſpatch, that delay is 

_ unreaſonable in this than any thing in all the 

worl » 5 BSA”! | ' 2 | 1 5 


50. If all this will not ſerve to make you turn, let 
me tel] me, that while you are delaying, your fudg- 
ment doth not delay; and that when it comes, theſe 
delays will multiply your mifery, and the remembrance 
of them will be your everlaſting torment. Whatever 
you are thinking of, or whatever you are doing, your - 
dreadfu} doom is drawing on apace, and miſery will 
overtake you, before you are aware. When you are in 
the ale-houſe little thinking of damnation, even then 
1s: your damnation coming in haſte; when you are 
+ drowned in the pleaſures or cares of the world, your 

judgment is ſtil} haſtening.' You may delay, but ff 
will not delay. It is the ſaying of the Holy Ghoſt, 

2 Pet. ii. 3. Wheſe judgment naw. of -a long time lin- 
| gereth not, and. their eee e flumbereth nat. You : 
| may - ſlumber, and that. fo careleily, that we cannot 
awake you, but your damnation flumbereth not, nor 
A hath not done of à long time, While you thought it 
flumbered ; and when it comes it will awaken you,— 
As a man that is in a coach on the road, or a boat on 
the water, whatever he is ſpeaking, or thinking, or doing, 
he is {till going on, and haſtening to his journey's end, 
or going Og the {tream ; fo whatever you think, or 
ſpeak, or do; whether you believe it, or mack at it, 
whether. you fleep or wake, whether. you remember ii 
on forget it, you are haſtening to damnation, and you 
are every day a day nearer to it than before; and it is 
dut a little while till you ſhall feel it. Hehold the uuge 
andes before. the door, Jam. v. 9. The Holy C haſt 4. 9 
| Hath told you, 7% Lord is at hand, Phil. iv. 5. The - = 
4j is at hand; the time is at: hund; the end of all things 
is as hand, Rom. xiii. 12.—Rev. xxii. 10.—1 Pet. iv. 7. 


Behold, faith the Lord, [ came quickly, and my reward 1s © f 
- with me," to give to every man according as his work" fhall ; 
4 Rev. xx. 12. And do you, as it were, fee the 2 

Judge approaching, and damnation haſtenivg on, aud > 

yet will you delay,  _ © © ee ä 
e , O 3 
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And withal «conſider, that when it comes, it will be 


moſt ſore to ſuch as you; and then what thoughts do 

you think you ſhall have of theſe delays? You are un- 
zahle to conceive how it will torment your conſciences, 
When you ſce that all your hopes are gone, to think 
What you have brought yourſelves to by your trifling: 
To feel yourſelves in remedileſs miſery, and remember 


ſaken of God; but if you are forced to confeſs that you 
ſhould not delay, what will you do then? Will you 
obey God, and, your own conſciences, or will you nat ? 
Will you turn this hour without delay? Take heed, of | 
nee leſt you have never ſuch a motion more. | 


'reſolved that it ſhauld be now or never. I do beſeech 
you, yea as his meſſenger, I charge you in his name, | 
that you delay not an hour longer, but preſently be 
' reſolved, and make an unchangeable. covenant with | 
God; and as ever. you would have favour in that day 
of your diſtreſs, delay not now to accept his fayoug in | 


% 


you are able to gainlay, much leſs all of them. If 
_ afier the reading o 


how long the remedy was offered you, and you delayed 
to-uſe it till it was too late. To ſee that you are for 
ever ſhut out of heaven, and remember that you might 
have had it as well as others, but you loſt it by delay. 


How often was 1 perſuaded, and told of this? how 


purpoſed to be Holy, and to give up my heart and life 


often had I inward motions to return? haw often was 


to God? I was even ready to have yielded, but I till 


delayed, and now it is too late. I hen you ſhall pay for 


all our warnings, and all. the ſermons and motions | 


which. you loſt, 


And now having laid you down no leſs than fifty | 
moving. Conſiderations, if it be poſſible, to fave you 1 
from theſe delays, I conclude with this requeſt to you, _k 
_ .whoever. you be that read theſe lines, that you would 
but conſider of all theſe reaſons, and then entertain 


them as they, deſerve. There is not one of them that 


all theſe, you can yet believe that 
you have reaſon to delay, your underſtandings are for- 


on know not but God, who calls you to it, may be 


* 


the day of your viſitation 


. 


Oh then it will come with horror into your mind. — 


O what | 


be 2 
e 0 O what a bleſſed family were that, who upon the 
oo | reading of this, would preſently fay, V have done 
= exceeding fooliſhly in delaying ſo great a matter fo lang- 
8 || let us agree together to give up ourſelves to God without 
_ os any more delay. This jhall be the day; we will flay ne 
: longer. The fleſh, and the warld, and the devil, haue had 
er | tos much already. It is a wonder of patience that hath 
- borne with us ſo ling ; we will abuſe the patience 7 God 
1 no longer, but begin to be abſolutely his this day. If this 
ht | | may be the effect of theſe exhortations, you ſhall have 
| the everlaſting bleſſing ; but if ſtill you delay, I hope 
— | I am free from the guilt of your blood. 
1 1 | 
Vas 9 = 
777 1 5 | 8 
x ; | Cumpel them to come in, Luke xiv. 23. 
_— 1.] ORD, how large thy bounties are, 
Tender, gracious, Sinner's Friend! 
What a feaſt doſt Thou prepare, 
And what Invitations ſend ! 
Now fulfil thy great deſign, _ | 
Who didſt firſt the meſſage bring, ; 
Every heart to Thee incline,., 
Now compel them to come. in. BY 
2 Ruſhing on the downward road,. 476 
Sinners no compulſion need, 9855 


Slo: to forſake, and Gop ... ein 
See they run with rapid ſpeed: 5 
Draw them back by Love divine 
Wich thy Grace their ſpirits win, 
B 

ne . . CAD 7511 
221 7 3 Thus their willing ſouls compel, 15 PA 1 Kin 
Thus their happy minds constrainn 
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„ 4 li 
From the ways, of death and hell, 1 
Ni Home to "ka Grace Again-; ED «M1 
Stretch that conquering Arm of 'Thine, . 
| Once ourſtretch's to bleed for lin; 


Every heart to hee insline, n ag) 
No compel them {o come in. 
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23. following Letter, being alſo calculated 1b dualen the « 
* Impenitenty is added to compleat the laft, Half Sheet : . 
1 8 0 ene ere 8 5 
| To RICHARD N—SH,. Esd. at Barn, 5 
| By @ worthy end pious Perſon. 


He who liveth in pleaſure is dead while he liveth,“ 1 Tim: v. 6. 


8 2 HIS comes from your ſincere friend, and one that 
has your beſt intereſt deeply at heart: It comes on 

a deſign altogether important, and of no leſs conſequence 
than your everlalting happineſs: So that it may juſtly . 
challenge your careful regard. It is not to upbraid or 
reproach, much leſs to triumph and inſult over our 
miſconduR : No; 'tis pure benevolence, tis diſtintereſted 
good-will prompts me to write; ſo that I hope I ſhall. 
not raiſe your reſentment.” However, be the iſſue what 
it will, I "cannot bear to ſee you walk in the paths 
which lead to death, without warning you of your 
danger, without ſounding in your ears the awful 
admonition, Return and live: — For why will you 
die?“ I beg of you to conſider whether you do not, 
in ſome meaſure, reſemble thoſe unhappy children of 
Eli, whom, though they were famous in their genera- 
tion, and men of renown, yet vengeance ſuffered not 

if to live. For my part, I may ſafely uſe the expoſtulation 
of the old Prieſt :=* Why do you ſuch things? for 

fl hear of your evil dealings by all this people. Nay, 
my brother, for it is no good report I hear: you 0 
the Lord's people to tranſgreſs.“ I have long obſerved 
and pitied you ; and a moſt melancholy ſpectacle I my 
deheld, made me to reſolve to caution you, leſt you alſo 
come into the ſame condemnation, CATE IOC 


. 
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I wasmot long ſince called to viſit a poor gentlemen, 

who was of the moſt. robuſt body, and of the gayeſt 

temper I ever knew. But when E viſited him, O how: 

was the glory departed from him I found him no more 

that ſpiritly, and vivacious ſon of joy, which he uſed | 

to be; but languiſhing, pining away, and withering | 
under the chaſtiſing hand of God, His limbs feeble and 
trembling : His countenance forlorn and ghaſtly : And 
the little breath he had left, .fobbed out in forrowful 
fighs! His body haſtening apace to the duſt, to lodge in- 

the filent grave, the land of. darkneſs and deſolation.- 

His ſoul juſt going to God who gave it; preparing itſelf 

to wing away unto its long home; to enter upon an 
unchangable and eternal: ſtate. When L was come up» 

into his bed chamber, and had feated my ſelf on his bed, 

he firſt caſt a moſt wiſhful look upon me, and then 

began as well as he was able to fpeak——*© Oh that 

Thad been wiſe, that I had known this, that I had 

| Cconlidered my latter end. Ah! Mr. „Death is 

knocking at my doors: In a few hours more I ſhall 

draw my laſt gaſp; and then judgment, the tremendaus 

judgment! How thalt E appear, unprepared as I am, 

- | » before the all- knowing and omnipotent God. Ho-. 
hall J endure the day of his coming!“ When I 
mentioned, among many other things, that holy Religion 
which he had formerly fo fightly.effcemed t n en 
with a haſty eagerneſs, Oh} that Religion is the only 

thing I now long for. E have not words to tell you 
how highly I value it. I would gladly part with all my 
eſtate, large as it is, or a world, to have lived in the 
- >. P it. Now my benighted eyes are enlightened, 
clearly diſcern the things that are excellent. What is: 
there in the place whither I am going, but Cod ? or 
| what is there to be defired on earth but Religion?“ — 
But if this God: ſhould reſtore you to health, faid I, 
think you that you fhould alter your former eourſe ? 
call heaven and. earth to witneſs, ſaid he, L would- 
labour for holineſs as I ſhall ſoon labour for life. As 

for riches and pleaſures, and the applauſes of men, 
I account them as droſs and dung, no more to my 
happineſs than the feathers that lie on the floor. Oh! 
it the righteous Judge would try me once more; if By 


(WE 


would" but repriere and * me a lie longer; in. 
what a ſpirit would I ſpend the remainder of my days ? 

I would know no: other buſinefs, aim at no other end, 

than perfecting myſelf in holineſs. Whatever: contri- 
buted to that; every. means of grace; every opportunity 

of ſpiritual improvement, ſhouſd be denne to me than 

ten thouſands of gold and ſiwer. Hut, alas! why do- 

F amuſe myſelf per fond i tions? I be beſt 
reſolutions are now Aalgeldeane, Pera they are too 

late. The day in which I ſhould have worked is- over - 

and gone, and I fee: a fad, horrible night approaching, 
bringing with it the biacknefs of darkneſs for ever 
Heretofore, (woe is me I) whlen God called, I refuſed; 
Fhen he invited, I was one of them that made excuſe.” 
Now, therefove, I receive the reward of my. deeds ;. 
fearfuinefs and trembling; are come upon me: I fmart;. - | 
Lam in ſore anguiſh already. ; and yet this is- — — 
beginning of —— It deth not yet appear what 

E ſhall be—but ſure I. ſhall be ruined, err 7775 
ge with an everlaſting deſtruction a»; | 


This fad a 7 01 wy: eyes: Thet werde, 14 
and many more equally affecting, I heard with my ears; 
and ſoon after attended the unhappy gentlemen to his 
tomb. Ihe poor breathleſs ſkeleton ſpoke in ſuch an 
accent, and with fo much earneſtneſs, that I could not | 
eaſily forget him or his words. And as I was muſing 
upon this ſorrowful ſubject, I remembered Mt. N—sRH: 

L remembered you, Sir— For 1 diſcerned ton near an 
agreement and correſpondence between yourſelf and 
the deceaſed. © They are alike, ſaid I, in their ways, 
and what ſhall hinder: them from being alike in their | 
end? The courſe of their actions was equally full of | 
iin and folly, and why ſhould not the period of: them be 

_ equally full of horror and diſtreſs? 1» am grievouſly 

afraid for the ſurvivor, leſt he as lives the life, ſo he ſhould ; 

die the death of this wretched man, nk bis: latter end 
| thouid 5 like his. 25 


For this cauſe, therefore F _ my 7 to 8 ä 
admoniſn—nay, to requeſt 11 8 to ſeek the Lord 
if haply * may find 

grace 


* you have opportunity, 
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_ -prace andforgiveneſs. Vet a moment and yon may die; 
Jet à little while and you mit die: And will you go 
down with infamy and deſpair to the grave, rather than 


depart in peace, and with hopes full of immortality? 


But I muſt tell you, Sir, with the utmoſt freedom, 


that your preſent behaviour is not the way to be recon- 
<Clled to God. Nou are fo far from ſeeking reconcilia- 

tion, that you are aggravating the future account, and 
bheaping up an increaſe of wrath againſt the day of wrath. 


For what. ſay the Scriptures? thoſe. books, which, at 


ay thoſe ſacred volumes? They teſtify and declare to 


every ſoul of man, That whoſe liveth in pleaſure, is dead 
-while:he tiveth. So that while you roll on in a continued 
circle of ſenſual delights and vain entertainments, you 


are dead to all deen ae Piety and Virtue.—- 
Think, Sir, I conjure you, think | 

any inclination; to eſcape the fire that will never be 
quenched. Would you be reſcued from the juſt ven- 


_ geance. of Almighty God? Would you be delivered 
. weeping and wailing, and inceſſant gnaſhing of 
teeth? Sure you would ! | 
be done by amuſements, which at the beſt, are trifling 
and impertinent; and for that, if for no other reaſon, 
Fooliſh and ſinful. is by ſericuſneſs; tis by retire- 
ment and ſelf application you muſt accomplith this great 
and deſirable deliverance. You muſt not appear at the 


head of every ſilly diverſion, but enter into your cloſet, 


and ſhut the door; commime with your own heart, and 
| ſearch out your ſpirit. The pride of life, and all ſuper- 
luity of naughtineſs muſt be put away. You muſt 


make haſte, and delay not the time to keep (and with 


- your might too) all God's holy commandments.— 


Always remembering, that mighty finners muſt be 


migghtily penitent, or elſe be mightily tormented. 


Vour example, and your projects, have been extremely 


Prejudicial, 1 with I could not ſay fatal and deftruftive 
to many: For this there is no amends but an alteration _ 
of your conduct, as ſignal and remarkable as your 
. and nam. $5: e 
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upon this, if you have 


be certain that will never 
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the cumſummation of all things, the Ancient of. Days 
ſhall open, and by which you thall be judged! What 
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